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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the response received on 12 September 2005 in which claims 
1-23 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the Lfeiited States. 

1. Claims 1, 6, 9, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Reich 
II (U.S. Patent No. 4,489,770). 

Regarding claim 1, Reich teaches a loudspeaker assembly (figs, 1-5), comprising: a 
loudspeaker baffle (17, 17a), the baffle being provided with at least one opening (45, 45a) for 
audio wave output; and, at least one transducer (15) mounted to the baffle such that the audio 
waves emanating from a mounted transducer avoid being distorted by the baffle. 

Regarding claim 6, Reich teaches an outdoor loudspeaker assembly (figs. 1-5), 
comprising: a loudspeaker baffle (17, 17a), the baffle being provided with at least one opening 
(45, 45a) for audio wave output; and, at least one transducer (15) mounted to the baffle such that 
the audio waves emanating from a mounted transducer avoid being distorted by the baffle. 
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Regarding claim 9, Reich teaches a loudspeaker assembly (figs. 1-5), con5)rising: a 
loudspeaker baffle (17, 17a), the baffle being provided with at least one opening (45, 45a) for 
audio wave output; a flange (55, 55a) which reads on the wall of the bag for holding a speaker, 
the flange (55, 55a) being recessed the same distance as the baffle's surface thickness which 
reads on the flange directly abutting against the baffle (figs. 4-5); and, at least one transducer 
(15) mounted to the baffle by the flange such that the audio waves emanating fi-om a mounted 
transducer avoid being distorted by the baffle. 

Regarding claim 14, Reich teaches a loudspeaker assembly (figs. 1-5), comprising: a 
loudspeaker baffle (17, 17a), the baffle being provided with at least one opening (45, 45a) for 
audio wave output; a flange (55, 55a) which reads on the wall of the bag for holding a speaker, 
the flange (55, 55a) being recessed the same distance as the baffle's surface thickness which 
reads on the flange directly abutting against the baffle (figs. 4-5); and, at least one transducer 
(15) mounted to the baffle by the flange such that the outermost point of the transducer is 
substantially flush with the baffle's surface. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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2, Claims 2-5, 7-8, 10-13, and 15-19, and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Reich II. 

Regarding claims 2-3, 7-8, 10-11, 15-16, Reich does not teach the assembly is provided 
with a natural rock or natural wood appearance. However, Reich teaches the assembly being a 
waterproof bag. It is known in the art to colorize and style bags in any form, such as a red, 
yellow, wood, or rock coloring, for aesthetic appeal. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to colorize the invention of 
Reich in any coloring and/or style for aesthetic appeal. 

Regarding claims 4-5, 12-13, 17-18, and 22-23 Reich teaches the assembly is useable in 
an outdoor environment (sailing or windsurfing; col. 1 lines 37-42). 

3. Claims 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reich II in 
view of Fulcher (U.S. Patent No. 5,802,197). 

Regarding claim 19, Reich teaches a loudspeaker assembly, conq)rising: a loudspeaker 
baffle (17, 17a), the baffle being provided with at least one opening (45, 45a) for audio wave 
output; a grille configuration (fig. 4, 47); a flange (55, 55a) attached to the baffle; and, at least 
one transducer (15) mounted to the baffle by the flange such that the audio waves emanating 
fi-om a mounted transducer avoid being distorted by the baffle and the frame. 

Reich does not specifically teach how the grille configuration is formed or what kind of 
interface the frame (47) provides for attaching a grille to the baffle (fig. 4). Fulcher teaches 
forming a grille configuration of a grille (14) and grille frame (12) to stable protect the 
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loudspeaker. Therefore, it would have been one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the grille configuration of Fulcher in the invention of Reich for 
providing stable protection. 

Regarding claims 20-21, the combination of Reich and Fulcher does not teach the 
assembly is provided with a natural rock or natural wood appearance. However, Reich teaches 
the assembly being a waterproof bag. It is known in the art to colorize and style bags in any 
form, such as a red, yellow, wood, or rock coloring, for aesthetic appeal. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
colorize the invention of Reich in any coloring and/or style for aesthetic appeal. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-23 under 102 have 
been folly considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon forther consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Reich XL 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Kieltyka (U.S. Patent No. 5,802,193) teaches an outdoor loudspeaker assembly (fig. 1), 
comprising: a loudspeaker baffle (46), the baffle being provided with at least one opening for 
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audio wave output; and, at least one transducer (32) mounted to the baffle such that the audio 
waves emanating from a mounted transducer avoid being distorted by the baffle. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phylesha L. Dabney whose telephone number is 571-272-7494, 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays 8:30-4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appHcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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